
Just how stupid are we in Australia to do nothing? 

When there is a solution to the present energy problems! 

A List of Problems. 

1. Soaring prices as electricity becomes unreliable, with increasing blackout risk. 
2. Businesses leaving Australia to go overseas for cheaper power; jobs lost. 
3. Supposed atmospheric pollution from ‘fossil’-fuelled power stations. 
4. Australia is the driest continent, with increasing stress on our inland waterways, 

such as the Murray/Darling River System. 
5. Shortage of specific medical isotopes to cure cancers. 
6. Increasing risk of ‘fossil fuels’ becoming less available and more expensive in future.  

(Past assumptions wrong due to newer technology, such as horizontal drilling.) 

The answer: MODERN NUCLEAR!  (Presently STUPIDLY ignored!) 

 There are completely new types of nuclear reactors, with no melt-down risks. No 
more Chernobyl, Three Mile Island, or Fukushima Daiichi disasters. 

 “Walk away safe” systems – automatic shut-down in case of malfunction. 

 Absolutely minimal, low-level, short-life nuclear waste. 

 Existing waste can be reused to produce energy. 

 Rare and expensive uranium needed only to initiate reactions, after that: far more 
plentiful thorium to be the fuel. (Australia has some 18+% of the World’s supplies.) 

 New reactors will be ‘breeder’-type, producing more and more fuel over time. 

 Enable the progressive ‘harvesting’ of medical isotopes, presently in short supply. 

 Production of cheap (about 3.5 to 5 cents per kWh) electricity using smaller, 
more efficient turbines driven by CO2 (without steam from water); these will be 
about 45-50% efficient compared to older-style systems at about 35% efficient. 

 Because of very high heat generation, the process can harvest (say) sea water and 
desalinate it, after using the heat first to generate cheap electricity.  One use of this: 
desalinated water could be pumped inland using the abundant cheap electricity to irrigate inland 
Australia. (Murray/Darling Basin problem solved!) 

 Zero emissions of any gases. 

 Much cheaper (and shorter) construction times due to simpler requirements, e.g. no 
need for huge and expensive ‘containment’ domes – completely unnecessary with the 
new reactors operating at normal atmospheric pressure. 

 The heat can be used to allow for a remarkable recycling program: harvest CO2 
from the atmosphere, and modify water to produce: so-called ‘fossil fuel’!  Now, burn 
the fuel and exhaust the CO2 back into the atmosphere to be used over again. 

 Some units small enough to fit on the back of a semi-trailer! 

 Virtually useless for producing nuclear weapons. 
 

Footnote about ‘global warming/climate change’: Note that Dr Alan Finkel was asked in a recent 
Senate enquiry: “If we were to reduce the World’s emissions of carbon by [Australia’s] 1.3% [share], what impact 
would that make on the changing climate of the World?”  Dr Finkel: “Virtually nothing.”  Think about that! 

 


